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Purpose: Indications: 
To increase the partial pressure of oxygen in the lungs, 
   providing additional oxygen to the tissues of the body 

Patient showing signs of hypoxia 

Advantages: Disadvantages: Complications: Contraindications: 
Increases oxygen 
   availability to the tissue 
Minimizes effects of 
   hypoxia and anaerobic 
   metabolism on the cells 

Oxygen is stored under 
   pressure 
Increases risk of fire when 
   in use 

May suppresses 
  respiratory drive of 
  a patient with COPD 
 

None in prehospital care 

 

Remove protective cap

Open and close cylinder
valve to "crack"

Attach regulator and flowmeter
securely and ensure leakproof seal

Turn on tank and check that pressure
guage is registered in the safe range

Select administration device that
will meet patient's needs

Attach delivery device to
oxygen source

Monitor and evaluate patient's
response to oxygen therapy  

 
NOTES: 

• The nasal cannula delivers 25% - 40% oxygen content at 1 - 6 liters/minute flow. 
• The non-rebreather face mask delivers > 90% at 12 liters/minute flow. 
• The bag-valve device delivers nearly 100% oxygen content when used with the oxygen 

reservoir attachment and maximum (15+ liters/min) flow. 
• The nebulizer chamber for aerosol medications is run at 8 liters/minute or at manufacturer’s 

recommended flow rate. 
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